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SUB THEME 11. SEX DIFFERENCE AND THE PERSON. 

                           WOMEN LIBERATION MOVEMENT/ STRUGGLE. 

ASPECTS IN WHICH WOMEN ARE STILL OPPRESSED TODAY. 

Women have been denied recognizable positions in some church affairs for 

example in the catholic Church they have denied the women to take on the position 

of being priests, the position of priesthood has only been reserved for men. 

Most women have been denied respect in their own families, they have been 

denied chance to make decisions in their families. 

Some women have been forced to get married by their parents because they want 

to get bride wealth for example in some Moslem families parents have forced their 

daughters into marriage and among the Karamojongs’ women are still forced into 

marriage. 

The status of women has been reduced to the level of bought property by some 

parents where some parents ask for very expensive dowry when their daughters are 

getting married for example among the karamojongs parents charge between 40-

100 herds of cattle as dowry when their daughters are getting married. 

Some women are used as sex objects by men because men think that women are 

there to satisfy their sexual desires and after using them they dump them. 

Some women are physically assaulted by their husbands for minor reasons, men 

still claim that they have the right to discipline their wives and this is still in rural 

areas. 

Women are still associated to all forms of misfortunes or bad omen in the family 

and society for example when a couple gets AIDS the blame is put on the women, 

when a couple fails to produce the blame is put on the woman yet they are men 

who are also impotent. 

Women have been discriminated or denied employment opportunities by many 

employers because they are regarded to of a weaker sex and prefer giving the jobs 

and promotions to men. 
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Some women have been denied chance to participate in the politics of their country 

by their husbands like some women have been refused to vote people of their 

choice, to contest especially if they belong to a different political party. 

 Some women have been harassed by men, they are raped and have ended up 

getting Sexually Transmitted Diseases and unwanted pregnancies. 

 Some women have been divorced for minor reasons against their wish which is 

looked at as a form of oppression. 

There are some unfair cultural practices imposed on the women like female genital 

mutilation which inflicts a lot of pain to women and it has denied women chance to 

enjoy sex for example this practice is still carried out by the Sabinys of Eastern 

Uganda and the Pokots in North Eastern  Uganda a sect among the Karamojongs.  

There is a lot of woman trafficking where today some women have been sponsored 

to go abroad and work and on reaching their they are forced into acts of sex. 

REASONS FOR THE FORMATION OF WOMEN LIBERATION 

MOVEMENT. 

To achieve equality between men and women on basis of the fundamental human 

rights. 

To achieve freedom in all aspects of life for example choosing marriage partners, 

participating in politics. 

To seek recognition by men, appreciate for their roles and efforts in the 

development of families. 

To achieve free competition with men in social, economic and political aspects for 

example education, employment etc 

To protect women against domestic violence, inform of beating them which may 

lead to loss of lives and others left with injuries. 

To promote girl-child education since many parents preferred to educate boys at 

the expense of girls that they had chance of getting married. 
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To fight against the unfair cultural practices that were imposed onto the women for 

example female genital mutilation among the sabinys of north eastern Uganda. 

Women wanted to own property since in traditional society women were denied 

chance to own property since all property belonged to men. 

Because the needed a louder and effective voice to influence the issues in their 

families and take part in decision making. 

They needed to start income generating projects for women especially those in 

rural areas than depending on only agriculture. 

To protect women against sexual abuse since men considered them as sexual 

objects. 

GOVERNMENT’S CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS WOMEN LIBERAION 

STRUGGLE. 

The existing government is known for respecting fundamental human rights of all 

people regardless of sex. 

Women today have been allowed to fully participate in politics of their country by 

the government for example Hon. Specioza  kazibwe  wandera the first female vice 

president in Uganda and in Africa, she was the first vice president to president 

Yoweri Museveni. 

The government has put in place organizations that have sensitized women about 

their rights and have gone ahead to fight for the rights of women for example 

FIDA a group of women lawyers found in kamokya in kampala has fought for the 

rights of women in Uganda. 

The government has promoted girl-child education by giving the women 1.5 points 

when joining public universities. For example when joining Makerere and 

kyambogo universities the girls  are given 1.5 points which is denied to the men. 

The government has put in place mixed tertiary institutions which have exposed 

men and women to competitive academics for example the government has put in 

place Makerere, Gulu and Kyambogo universities which are for both men and 

women. 
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The government has put in place strict laws that are aimed at protecting women for 

example the law on domestic relations which is aimed at fighting against domestic 

violence, a law against rape and defilement which is aimed at fighting against 

sexual abuse. 

A special day has been dedicated to the women by the government for example 

every 8th march each year it’s a day dedicated to women as women’s day and it’s a 

public holiday on the Uganda’s calendar. 

The current government has fought against the unfair cultural practice imposed on 

women for example they have carried out Anti female circumcision campaign 

among the Sabinys of Eastern Uganda. 

The government has kept all profiled professions open to all people regardless of 

sex for example the professions of law, medicine, and engineering have been made 

open in all tertiary institutions. 

Employment recruitment for workers by the government is given to both men and 

women and an added advantage has been given to women with required 

qualifications. 

The government has assisted women in establishing income generating projects by 

giving them loans in order to live a self-sustainable life. 

The government has alerted women about their health matter through organizing 

for them workshops, seminars, conference and mass media for example the 

government has sensitized women about HIV/AIDS, cervical cancer, 

immunization programmes. 

The government has offered scholarships to women to go back for further studies 

within and outside countries. 

IMPACT OF WOMEN LIBERATION. 

POSITIVE IMPACT. 

Women have promoted the leisure industry, they have greatly contributed to the 

development of the music industry and the large because the country has been in 



5 
 

position to get revenue for example female artists like Sheebah karungi, Judith 

Babirye etc. have greatly contributed to the development of the music industry. 

Women have started income generating projects due to government’s financial 

support through providing loans to them which has helped them to live a self-

sustainable life for example many women have started income generating projects 

like poultry, piggery, farms etc. 

Women have formed women organizations that have sensitized women about their 

rights and they have gone ahead to fight for the rights for the rights of women for 

example FIDA a of women lawyers has come up to fight for the rights of women 

Women have played a vital role in the security department where they have 

worked as police officers, prison wardens which has helped to bring about law and 

order. 

Women have been sensitized about their health matters through seminars, 

workshops and mass media for example they have been sensitized about cervical 

cancer, immunization. AIDS. 

Women have fought against the unfair cultural practices imposed on them by 

sensitizing them about the side effect of such practices  for example the 

government has carried out Anti circumcision campaign among the sabinys of 

eastern Uganda. 

Women have been allowed to participate in church leadership by allowing them to 

take up church roles for example pastor Emelda Namutebi the owner of liberty 

worship center in Rubaga division and pastor Irene Manjeri the ownership of 

Bethel covenant church in kitende kitovu. 

Women have played a vital role in the affairs of their families by allowing them to 

take part in the decision making in their families.  

Girl child education has been promoted by the government this has helped to 

increase on the number of girls enrolled in public tertiary institution by giving 

them 1.5points when joining public universities for example when joining 

Makerere university girls are given 1.5 points. 



6 
 

Women have gained courage to take up high profiled professions like today many 

women have become lawyers, doctors and engineers. 

Women have been allowed to participate in the politics of their country for 

example Hon. Betty Kamya was allowed to contest for a presidential post in 2011, 

Hon Janet Museveni is the full minister of Education. 

Women liberation struggle has also brought about equal participation in trade and 

economics. 

NEGATIVE IMPACT. 

It has led to increased cases of divorce in the families because women have been 

given a lot of freedom and they no longer give respect to their husbands since they 

can sustain themselves with their children without the support of men. 

It has resulted into child neglect since mothers go to work every day and come 

back late in the night. 

It has led to increased immorality in the society since many women have resorted 

to marrying on young boys because they have the money to spend. 

It has led to loss of cultural respect as women fight for equality with men for 

example many women have resorted to putting on trousers which were originally 

for men because they want to show equality. 

There are increased cases of domestic violence in families today due to women 

liberation struggle because educated women and those in a working class have 

failed to show respect to their husbands. 

Many husbands today have resorted to marrying off their house maids because 

they have enough time for them since many wives today leave very early in the 

morning and come back late in the night. 

Some women have used women liberation struggle as a tool to steal their 

husbands’ property because after divorce the wife and husband are supposed to 

share the property.  
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WAYS IN WHICH WOMEN ARE COMPETING WITH MEN TODAY. 

QN. Using examples show how women are competing with men today? 

Education is open to both men and women when joining tertiary institution for 

example Makerere university is open to both men and women, Hon. J.C Muyingo 

is the minister for higher education and Hon.Rosemary Ssenidde is the minister of 

lower education. 

They are competing in the field of economic development where both men and 

women are sharing roles for example Maggie kigozi the former chairperson of 

Uganda Investment Authority with Gordon Wavamuno the owner of spear motors 

and wava waters. 

They are competing in the field of mass media for example TV presenter like 

Sanyu Robbinah Mweruka a news reader on Bukedde and Crysta Panda on NTV. 

They are competing in the field of urban development for example Jennifer Musisi 

the former executive director of kampala capital city authority and Hon. Elias 

Lukwago the Lord Mayor of kampala. 

Today women are competing with men in the leisure industry for example Fik 

Fameica and sheebah karungi are competing in the music industry. 

Both men and women are competing in politics for example Hon Betty Kamya and 

president Yoweri Museveni contested for a presidential post in 2011, Hon Rebecca 

Kadaga  speaker of parliament and Hon Jacob Olanya deputy speaker of 

parliament. 

Women are competing with men in the field of security like both work in police 

and in prison. 

Both women and men compete in religious aspect for example pastor Emelda 

Namutebi of Liberty worship centre and pastor Robert Kayanja of Rubaga miracle 

centre. 

Women today are competing with men for the same jobs like they both work as 

accountants, lawyers, etc. 

Today men women make decisions in their own families. 
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CHANGING ROLES OF WOMEN TODAY. 

-They have involved in politics. 

-They propose to men today. 

-They are heading churches today for example pastor Emelda Namutebi of liberty 

worship center 

-They own property. 

-They have involved themselves in the leisure industry. 

-They have involved themselves in sports for example girls’ and boys’ football. 

-They pay taxes. 

-They are involved in providing security. 

-They have involved themselves in business world. 

-They make decisions at different levels especially in families. 

-They are the bread winners in many families. 

WAYS IN WHICH GIRLS ARE COMPETING WITH BOYS. 

-In schools they both have similar uniform in terms of colour. 

-Education is open to both boys and girls for example universal primary education 

and universal secondary education is open to both boys and girls. 

-The curriculum followed in schools is the same for both boys and girls. 

-Schools provide the same meals for both boys and girls. 

-Both girls and boys seat for the same examination in schools. 

-When grading children in schools the grading is the same for both boys and girls. 

-Teachers are the same for both boys and girls in schools. 

-In schools leadership roles are given to both boys and girls. 
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- Scholarships are offered to students on merit regardless of sex. 

-They play the same games in schools for example volley ball, basketball. 

-Rules and regulations are the same for both boys and girls in schools. 

-Both are given the same punishments in case of indiscipline. 

SEX DIFFERENCE AND THE PERSON IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL 

SOCIETY. 

POSITION OF A WOMAN IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL SOCIETY. 

Women in ATS were regarded as inferior and therefore had a disadvantaged 

position compared to men.  

Women had fixed roles, it was the work of women to do all the domestic and 

agricultural work. 

Women were physically assaulted by their husbands because men claimed the right 

to discipline their wives. They would sometimes beat them even in the presence of 

their children for example among the Acholis of northern Uganda men used to 

discipline their wives in the presence of their children. 

Parents in ATS reduced their daughters to the level of bought property by asking 

for very expensive dowry which forced men to treat their daughters as bought 

property for example among the Karamojongs of north eastern Uganda a man was 

asked to pay between 40 – 100 herds of cattle as dowry. 

They used to impose unfair cultural practices on to the women like female genital 

mutilation for example among the Sabinys of eastern Uganda they used to carry 

out female genital mutilation which denied women chance to enjoy sex and also it 

inflicted a lot of pain to the women. 

Women in ATS were denied chance to enjoy making decisions, all decisions were 

made by men even when the decisions oppressed them they had no say. 

Women were denied chance to participate in the politics of their society for 

example among the Baganda of central Uganda all political roles were done by 

men like all chiefs were men. 
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Women were denied the chance to initiate divorce. It were only the men who were 

allowed to divorce their wives. 

Women were looked at as sources of bad omen or misfortune in the society and 

family for example among the Bakiga of western Uganda when a man found a 

woman while going for hunting, he would cancel the mission. 

Women were looked at as beasts of burden where, they did all the donkey work for 

example among the Bakiga of western Uganda women did all the donkey work 

ranging from domestic, agricultural etc. 

Women were subjected to food taboos they were denied chance to enjoy the 

delicious dishes for example among the Baganda of central Uganda women were 

prohibited from eating eggs, chicken, grasshoppers etc. 

Women’s marital rights were abused by allowing men to practice polygamy this 

resulted into women being sexually starved since men had many wives. 

Birth of a baby boy brought more joy than birth of a baby girl to the family where 

in some families the birth of a baby boy was even accompanied with a party. 

ATTITUDE TOWARDS WOMEN IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL 

SOCIETY. 

POSITIVE 

Women were looked at as teachers because they provided sex education to their 

children. 

Women were regarded as mothers in the society. 

Women played a religious role in the society for example among the Baganda 

women acted as herbalists. 

Women were looked at as sources of wealth for example among the karamojongs 

and Bahima when the girl was getting married the parent would ask for dowry 

inform of cattle from the groom to be. 
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Women sometimes were given respect and recognition in the society by naming 

some villages after them for example among the Bagishu of eastern Uganda some 

villages were named after women. 

In some societies women were used as spies for example among the Baganda  in 

the kabaka’s place women were used as spies. 

Women acted as a source of status to men for example among the Baganda men 

got status depending on the number of women they had. 

In some home’s women were looked at as flowers. 

Women were considered to be delicate and were treated very careful for example 

among the Banyarwanda and Baganda women were treated with care. 

NEGATIVE. 

Women were considered to be inferior in most of the African traditional society 

Women were taken as sex objects and men looked at them as people who are there 

to satisfy their sexual desires. 

Women were taken as part of the man’s property. 

Women were looked at as sources of bad omen in the society and family. 

They were looked at as foreigners in their husband’s families. 

They were looked at as beasts of burden. 

They were considered to be unclean. 

They were looked at as keepers of the home. 

QN. Give the differences that existed between men and women in African 

traditional society. 

WAYS THROUGH WHICH SEX EDUCATION WAS PASSED ON TO THE 

YOUNG ONES IN ATS. 

Through use of fire places which were organized every evening where grand 

parents used to pass on sex education to the young ones. 
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Through use of taboos which were greatly emphasized for example among the 

Baganda they had the sex taboo which prohibited young ones from having sex 

before marriage. 

Through use of initiation ceremonies which initiated young ones to the adulthood 

stage for example among the Baganda sex education was passed on during the 

pulling ritual [ visiting of the bush] where sex secrets were revealed to the girls and 

among the Bagishu during circumcision sex secrets were revealed to the boys. 

Through use of punishments which prevented them from having sex before 

marriage for example when a girl got pregnant t before marriage, they would ask 

the elder brother to take her on top of a cliff and push her down which would be 

lesson to the young ones. 

Sex education was passed on to the young ones through use of moral stories and 

songs that passed on information regarding sex. 

Through use of private localities like a bush away from home which was referred 

to as a bush school where sex education was passed on  and all the young ones had 

to attend these lectures which were mainly  conducted  by the aunties 

Through use of aunties and uncles who prepare young ones for marriage and they 

courageously revealed the truth about how children were born and that it was as 

the result of the father and mother having a sexual intercourse that children were 

formed. 

Through parents like father, mother, uncles, and aunt who guided and counseled 

the children about the life skill and sex values. 

Through valuing the virginity of girls for example among the Baganda a she goat 

would be sent to the family of the girl in appreciation of keeping the girl pure. 

Through valuing the privacy of sex for example sexual organs were given special 

names for example among the Banyoro the man’s genital was as a “mango’’ and 

among the Baganda they referred to a man’s genital as’’ Akasolo’’ meaning an 

animal. 
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CONTENTS OF SEX EDUCATION IN ATS. 

-Moral and sexual values like descent dressing, respect of elders etc 

-Values of tolerance, patience for example Baganda girls were supposed to greet 

while kneeling. 

-Virginity until marriage was highly emphasized among girls. 

-Hygiene and beauty tips were taught for example among the Batooro special ghee 

and herbal perfume were applied by the girl in order to look beautiful. 

-Boys and girls were taught how to please their partners sexually. 

-Emphasis on the respect of sexual organs that is why pet names were given to 

them. 

-Boys were taught about the wet dreams and girls taught about their monthly 

periods. 

-Traditional birth control methods were taught to girls for example prolonged 

breast feeding, use of herbs. 

-Young ones were separated from sleeping together to avoid incest. 

-Certain medicines were provided to cater for sexual disorders, body odour, and 

partial impotence. 

ROLES PLAYED BY PARENTS IN AFRICAN TRADITIONAL SOCIETY. 

WOMEN/ MOTHERS. 

-They produced children and looked after them until when they were mature. 

-They provided informal education to the young ones through moral story telling. 

-They disciplined their children throughout their stages of life because badly 

behaved children were always blamed on to the mothers. 

-Women did all the domestic work including cooking food, looking after the 

children. 
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-Women earned wealth to their families when they were getting married and 

sometimes the boys in the family use the same bride wealth to pay for their own 

wives. 

-Women were source of pride to the husband and a man would hardly be respected 

if one never had a wife. 

-Women had the role of bringing sexual satisfaction to their husbands and sex was 

supposed to be only between the husband and wife unlike today when men sleep 

with animals. 

-Women were the custodians of culture and traditions, they introduced their 

children to their own culture and ensured that children learnt their culture. 

ROLES PLAYED BY MEN. 

-Men and their sons were a source of security in the home, they would defend and 

protect their families and the community at large from external attacks. 

-Men played a political role as chiefs and clan leaders as they chaired the clan and 

society meetings. 

-Men provided basic necessities for the family, the father and the sons would go 

hunting for meat and food for the family. 

-A man disciplined the whole family that is all children and their mothers were 

disciplined and controlled by their husbands 

-Men made shelters for their families and this was common in all societies. 

-Men also looked after the livestock for example among the karamajongs and 

Bahima it was the responsibility of a man to look after the cattle. 

SEX DIFFERENCE AND THE PERSON IN CHURCH HISTORY. 

 

WAYS THROUGH WHICH WOMEN WERE DISCRIMINATED IN 

CHURCH HISTORY. 
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During the early church history women were discriminated through the following 

ways 

Women were denied chance to preach the word of God in public places all the 

preaching in the early church history was done by men. 

The office of priesthood was meant for only men, women were denied chance to 

act as priests in the catholic church. 

Women were denied chance to carryout general duties in church for example the 

duties of deacons. 

Women were denied chance to repent on behalf of the their family it were only for 

men who were invited for this purpose. 

Women were denied chance to interpret scriptures because they believed that it 

was only the men who were invited for this purpose. 

Women were denied chance to pray on behalf of their families, prayers were led by 

men. 

Women were denied chance to join fellowships, they were always encouraged to 

remain home and do domestic work. 

Veneration of the saints was done for only men, it was hard for a women to be 

referred to as a saint.  

Women were denied chance to carryout missionary work as all missionary work 

was carried out by men. 

Women were looked at as the source of evil basing on the story of Adam and Eve 

when Eve tempted Adam to eat the forbidden fruit. 

Women were denied chance to divorce their husbands whereas men were allowed 

to divorce their wives. 

Talking in public was for only men, women were denied chance to talk in public 

because they regarded it as a disgrace for women to make public arguments. 
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EFFECT OF THE COMING OF MISSIONARIES ON THE POSITION OF 

AN AFRICAN WOMAN. 

-Missionaries taught that all human beings are equal and were created in God’s 

image. 

-The missionaries encouraged the education of the girl-child by establishing girls’ 

schools for example Gayaza High school. 

-They trained women with basic skills in life for example knitting in order for them 

to be self-reliant. 

They catered for the disadvantaged children for example they catered for the 

orphans, lame and blind. 

Some women were trained to offer services to the general public for example Hana 

Kageye worked as a teacher in Ankole for the Anglican church. 

They called for monogamous marriages among Africans to bring love for the 

husband, wife and children. 

They emphasized independent choices as opposed to widow inheritance which was 

practiced by the African families. 

In the Anglican churches women were ordained as Reverends and were therefore 

important in the ministry of the Church. 

Women were encouraged to take key positions in the church and participate in its 

activities.  

The church involved many women in preaching the gospel for example the 

catholic church trained many girls as nuns which helped them to raise their status. 

HANNAH KAGEYE. 

QN.How did Hannah Kageye of Uganda contribute to the struggle of equality 

between men and women? 

Hannah was a Ugandan woman who was among the first woman to realize equality 

with men. 
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She was a widow to the Toro chief and she became a Christian in 1898. 

She was trained by the Anglican missionaries to become a teacher and she taught 

women of Toro and Ankole about Christianity. 

Hannah also trained women on hygiene. 

She taught women and children how to read and write. 

She was a committed woman who worked so hard for the welfare of the children in 

Uganda and also took care of the orphans. 

She was in charge of the girls in a mission school and she always cared for them 

while in school. 

She taught the girls handcraft skills most especially girls in the rural areas of Toro 

and Ankole which earned them income. 

She called upon women everywhere to go to school because it would benefit them 

in future. 

She called upon women everywhere to serve God and fellow man. 

BIBLICAL TEACHING ABOUT SEX DIFFERENCE. 

OLD TESTAMENT TEACHING. 

QN1.Explain the Biblical ideas that support the equality of men and women. 

QN2.How does the Old Testament show that men and women are equal? 

QN3.Mention areas in the Old Testament that shows that men and women are 

equal. 

According to Genesis 1;26-28 God created both man and woman in his image 

which indicates that they are equal. 

God called upon both men and women to serve him, he never discriminated them 

depending on sex for example God called Samuel who was a judge and a Priest 

and prophetess Deborah to convey his message to the people. 
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During Noah’s time God punished and blessed both men and women which 

reconciles the sex difference between men and women. 

In Genesis 2:24 states that man would unite with his wife and become one which 

indicates that there is no difference between men and women. 

According to the Old Testament the Ten commandments are supposed to be 

obeyed by both men and women which indicates that they are equal  

Exodus 20:1-17. 

God’s liberation struggle was meant for both men and women when God sent 

Moses to go to Egypt and liberate them from the bondage of slavery and take them 

to the promised land of Canan Exodus 12:37-42. 

According to the Old Testament both men and women are given a command to 

develop the earth and share God’s creative power where they are both commanded 

to subdue the earth Genesis 1:26-28. 

In the Old Testament both Adam and Eve were punished by God when they 

disobeyed him by eating the forbidden fruit, he sent both of them out of the garden 

of Eden without minding their sex Genesis 3. 

According to the Old Testament the Sabbath day was set aside as a day of rest for 

both men and women when God commanded both to rest on the day of rest. 

God answered all people’s prayers regardless of sex which reconciles the sex 

difference for example God answered Hannah’s prayers by blessing her with a son 

Samuel and also answered Job’s prayers by healing him from a terrible skin 

disease. 

In the courts of law, they called for fairness when judging cases regardless of sex. 

The Old Testament also calls upon for reward for work done regardless of sex and 

calls upon all employers to pay wages to their employees after performing for them 

a task. 

According to the Old Testament man and woman were created for companionship 

purposes, man and woman need  each other’s company. 
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God provided food to both men and women during the Israelites travel in the 

wilderness by giving them manna and water after a long time of hunger. 

EXAMPLES OF WOMEN WHO SERVED THEIR COMMUNITY. 

DEBORAH. 

She ruled her people as a judge and a prophetess. 

ESTHER. 

She pleaded successfully for the safety of her people before king Ahasueurs. 

RUTH. 

She was a very hardworking woman in her community and encouraged women to 

be hard working. 

HANNAH. 

She dedicated her own son Samuel for the service of God. 

JUDITH. 

She killed the king Holefernes who was oppressing the Israelites Judith12;13. 

MIRIAM. 

She was a prophetess. 

JAEL. 

She brought victory when she killed the tyrant commander called Siseral. 

NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING ON SEX DIFFERENCE. 

QN1.How does Jesus’ teaching emphasize equality between men and woman? 

QN2. Give the New Testament teaching about men and women. 

QN3.How did Jesus bridge the gap between men and women? 

The New Testament teaches us that judgment day is meant for all mankind which 

brings about equality. 
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According to the NT eternity is promised to all mankind regardless of sex, he 

promised everlasting life to whoever believes in him. 

According to NT all people are urged to love one another which shows that we are 

all equal John 13:34-35. 

According to NT peace was brought to all the troubled hearts regardless of sex for 

example Jesus brought peace to a rich young man who was troubled with his riches 

and also brought peace to a woman who had spent twelve years in her 

menstruation periods. 

The NT teaches that both men and women are children of God and they are equally 

loved by God regardless of sex. 

The NT teaches that Jesus’s resurrection is a hope to both men and women John 

11:25 where it is stated that “Whoever believes in Jesus will have to resurrect 

again”.  

The NT teaches that the universal gospel preached by Jesus is meant for both men 

and women without discrimination which brings equality. 

According to the NT the miracles performed by Jesus benefited both men and 

women regardless of sex which brings equality for example Jesus rose Lazarus 

from death and he also healed a woman who had spent twelve years in her 

menstruation periods Mark 5:25-29. 

The NT teaches us that Jesus had compassion or love for both men and women and 

because of his love he for example rose the widows son John 11;23-24 and he also 

rose Lazarus from death Mark6;34. 

The NT teaches us that Jesus associated with all people and befriended both men 

and women    which reconciles the sex difference between men and women for 

example he associated with Martha, Mary and also associated with his disciples. 

The NT teaches that Jesus prepared rooms in heaven for both men and women. 

According to the NT Jesus promised the holy spirit to both men and women to 

guide them in their day to day life which brings equality. 
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According to the NT Jesus forgave both men and women which reconciles the sex 

difference for example Jesus forgave those crucified him and also forgave the 

adulterous woman who was supposed to be stoned to death. 

INEQUALITIES IN THE BIBLE. 

OLD TESTAMENT. 

The story of the fall of man shows that the woman was the source of evil which 

brings about inequality Genesis 3. 

In most cases women were considered to be unclean Leviticus 15;19-29. 

Women were never counted in the national census carried out by king David which 

was unfair. 

Women were expected to do domestic work even on Sabbath day yet men were 

exempted from doing work on Sabbath. 

Men were allowed to divorce their wives if they never pleased them yet women 

were denied this chance even when their husbands never pleased them. 

Polygamy was allowed and men married more than one wife for example king 

Solomon had 700 official wives and Elkanah had Hannah and Peninah. 

Women were taken as men’s property for example the Decalogue states that 

“Don’t admire another man’s property inclusive of his wife.” 

Women became subordinate of the man and she had to have great desires for the 

man after the fall of man. 

Some institutions like priesthood was specifically for men since women were 

considered unholy. 

NEW TESTAMENT. 

During Jesus’s time women were never considered in the national census. 

In the New Testament men were allowed to divorce unfaithful women yet nothing 

was done to the unfaithful men Mathew 5:36. 

Women were considered to be a weaker sex according to 1Peter 3:4. 
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Husbands are considered to be superior over their wives and the women are 

supposed to be submissive to their husbands. 

ROLE PLAYED BY THE CHURCH IN UPLIFTING THE STATUS OF 

WOMEN TODAY. 

QN1. In what ways has Christianity changed the status of women in Uganda? 

The church has promoted girl child education by putting in place girl schools and 

funding these schools which have helped women to fight illiteracy e.g. the church 

has funded schools like Gayaza Girls.  

The church has provided employment opportunities to many women as managers, 

secretaries, cashiers which have helped them to live a self-sustainable life e.g. 

Centenary Bank that belongs to the Catholic Church as employed women as 

managers, cashiers etc.  

The church has helped women in formation of women dynamic groups which have 

supported women economically and socially for example the church has supported 

the women to form mothers union in both the protestant and catholic churches. 

The church has  helped in establishing and funding Health centers which has 

helped to improve on the health status of women for example St. Francis Nsambya 

is supported by the catholic church and Mengo hospital is supported by the 

Anglican church. 

The church has supported women to take on church leadership roles which has 

helped them to earn income and also to live a self-sustainable life for example 

pastor Emelda Namutebi the owner of Liberty worship center has earned a living 

from her church. 

The church has supported women to develop their talents which has earned them 

income for example Hon. Judith Babirye was supported by the Pentecostal Church 

to develop her talent of music which has earned her income. 

The church has offered guidance and counseling to people already married and 

those intending to get married which has helped to build confidence in them for 

example at Rubaga cathedral they have the Tuesday class where they offer 

guidance and counseling to those married and those intending to get married. 
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The church has given sacraments to all regardless of sex for example they have 

offered to all people the sacrament of baptism, confirmation. 

The church is emphasizing monogamy which reduced on the conflicts from the co-

wives hence leading to happiness in marriage. 

The church is preaching about equality of sexes before God which has given 

women self-esteem. 


